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INTO MU
students to
take final
step to
assimilation
By FRANCES LAZELL

THE PARTHENON
The INTO Marshall University graduate pathways
program’s focus is to prepare international students
to succeed when they enroll full time in American
universities.
Students
from
both
sections of the INTO MUgraduate pathways 150:
listening and speaking class
will deliver their final presentations from 8:30-10:30
a.m. Thursday in room 402
of the John Deaver Drinko
Library.
Sarah Martin, INTO MU instructor, said she and INTO
MU instructor Kae Bradley
decided students should
present their final projects
to the Marshall community
to showcase the skills international students are being
taught to help them successfully perform in an American
classroom and to dispel the
common misconception international students do not
understand the requirements
in an American classroom.
“Native teachers in their
own country think that the
international students coming in aren’t as prepared, not
that they can’t do it, but that
they don’t know how to do it
the way American teachers
and American classrooms require,” Martin said. “So we are
trying to show the teachers
of Marshall that our students
have all the skills that they
need, so that when they are
out of the INTO MU program
they are fully capable to manage in the university.”
Bradley said the students
were required to utilize all
of the skills they were taught
through out the semester for
this presentation.
Students who are part
of the INTO MU graduate
pathways program take two
INTO MU classes, a listening and speaking class and a
reading class, in addition to
two Marshall classes, which
are either general education
or specific to their major.
The pathways graduate
program
teaches
international students what
teachers in an American university expect from students.
Since students are required
to work with students from
other countries, they are
improving their English proficiency and are learning to
bridge the gap between different cultures.
Obi Chima, an INTO MU
pathways graduate program
student from Nigeria, said the
group project is a challenge
because members are from
different countries, and it is
essential they find common
ground in English to create a
successful project.
Frances Lazell can be
contacted at lazell2@marshall.edu.

Cassie Kelley, 18, a senior at Coventry High School, works on an assignment in her anatomy class, Feb. 4 in Coventry Township, Ohio.

KAREN SCHIELY | AKRON BEACON JOURNAL | MCT

High school graduation rate exceeds 80 percent
By LALITA CLOZEL

TRIBUNE WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
The national high school
graduation rate has reached a
record high of more than 80%,
but disparities based on students’ racial, socio-economic
and disability status remain
alarming, according to an
annual report by America’s
Promise Alliance, a nonprofit
group founded by former Secretary of State Colin Powell.
An estimated four out of five
public high school students obtained their diploma in 2012,
according to the report, which
used the latest available data
from the Department of Education. But figures were lower for
minority students. Seventy-six
percent of Latino students and
68 percent of African-American
students graduated, the report
found.

“We have to be honest that
this is a matter of equity and
that we have to change the opportunity equation,” Education
Secretary Arne Duncan said Monday. “All of America’s children are
our children.”
Recent improvements in the
nation’s high school graduation
rate _ which has risen 8 percentage points in six years _ have been
driven by the closure of so-called
“dropout factories,” typically highminority schools that graduate
less than 60 percent of students.
In 2002, those schools enrolled almost half of all African-American
students but by 2012, that number dropped to only 23 percent.
The results underscore the need
for more federal funding to ensure
that all students are provided
with the same opportunities, said
Daniel J. Losen, the director of the
Center for Civil Rights Remedies at
UCLA.

“We still have many school
districts where it looks like
apartheid in America,” he said.
“It’s going to require more
than the contributions of the
private sector and the competitive grants of the federal
government.”
Several categories of students face persistently lower
odds of graduating, including those with physical and
mental disabilities, those from
low-income families and those
learning English as a second
language.
The nation’s graduation rate
began decreasing in the 1990s,
but with rising awareness of
the dropout crisis in certain
school districts, states and
districts began implementing
reforms in the 2000s, which are
now beginning to bear fruit.

See GRADUATION | Page 5

Kiwanis Day Care a lifeline for needy parents
EDITOR’S NOTE: The following is Part Two of a continuing series
in which The Parthenon investigates the nonprofit status of local
organizations.

By JOSIE LANDGRAVE

FOR THE PARTHENON
Ashley Elam had no job and
two children to care for on her
own. Elam was laid off from
her job after giving birth to her
second child. She found herself
struggling to make ends meet
and could not afford child care for
her young daughters, Annika and
Eracoma, while looking for a job.
After months of searching, Elam
found Kiwanis Day Care Center in
2010.
Kiwanis Day Care is a nonprofit organization focused on
helping parents who work or attend school. Being a nonprofit
organization, Kiwanis charges
lower rates than for-profit
organizations.

“I went to Kiwanis because they
accepted the government subsidy
I had to help pay for child care and
had heard a lot of positive things
from other parents,” Elam said. “It
wasn’t until after we enrolled that
I realized how much more it was
than just a day care center.”
Within two months of attending Kiwanis, Elam said she saw
improvements in her children’s
reading levels, social skills and
behavior.
“The nine months I was home
with them, they didn’t get to
spend time with kids their own
age,” Elam said. “When they
started at Kiwanis, they learned
how to interact with other kids
and the manners involved in
socializing. That’s something

that I couldn’t give them on my
own.”
Elam said Kiwanis allows her to
work outside the home and provide a better life for her family.
“Being a single parent, I can’t afford a lot of things other parents
can,” Elam said. “Because of Kiwanis, I can work full time, get my
girls great care and afford other
things they want and need. It helps
me a better parent to my girls.”
Melissa Denbow is a young
mother who also has a child
enrolled at Kiwanis Day Care.
Denbow said she and her 3-yearold son, Xavier, would not be
where they are today without
Kiwanis.

See DAY CARE | Page 5
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Huntington Kiwanis International
loses tax-exempt status, membership
By JOSIE LANDGRAVE

FOR THE PARTHENON
Kiwanis International
K04825 W Huntington
lost its tax-exempt status in May 2010 for its
failure to file a Form
990-series return or
notice for three consecutive years.
Sheryl Webb, West
Virginia’s deputy secretary of state, said the
organization had not
filed with West Virginia’s secretary of state’s
office as of April 8.
Lynda Shrake, member
services representative
for Kiwanis International, said K04825 W

Huntington’s membership was revoked in
2011 because of unpaid
dues. As of April 17, the
organization’s
membership had not been
reinstated with Kiwanis
International.
John B. Knight, the listed
contact for the K04825 W
Huntington, was unable to
be contacted after several
phone calls.
Records on IRS.gov
show the organization’s
tax-exempt status had not
been reinstated as of April
17.
Josie Landgrave can
be contacted at landgrave2@marshall.edu.
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Rescuers seek survivors from devastating tornado in Arkansas; 16 dead
By MOLLY HENNESSY-FISKE
and MICHAEL MUSKAL

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Rescuers continued to move
through parts of Arkansas on
Monday seeking survivors
of a deadly tornado that tore
through the region, killing at
least 16 and injuring dozens.
The hardest-hit area was in
Vilonia, outside of Little Rock,
where officials said 10 people
died: eight adults and two children. Six others died in two
other Arkansas counties and

one person died after a tornado
struck Oklahoma before crossing into Kansas on Sunday for a
total death toll of 17.
“I wouldn’t be surprised if it
is one of the most devastating
tornadoes we’ve had,” Arkansas
Gov. Mike Beebe told reporters
Monday morning. “Arkansans
are resilient and neighbors
help neighbors. We’re seeing
that here.”
The governor said that 16
deaths have been confirmed,
but he noted that the number

could rise as rescuers move
through the towns. There is
no count for those missing, he
noted.
“Rescue efforts are continuing,” the governor said. “We
have severe damage in Vilonia
and Mayflower, but there are
rural areas as well. “This is an
on-going process. All resources
that need to be dispatched will
be dispatched.”
The tornado that slammed
into Vilonia, about 10 miles
west of the capital, grew to

about half a mile in width. It
was among a rash of tornadoes
and heavy storms that moved
across the nation’s center and
South on Sunday during the
tornado season that typically
runs from about mid-March
through June.
The
National
Weather
Service on Monday warned
that destructive storms, including
more
tornadoes,
damaging winds and very large
hail, would continue to strike in
parts of Mississippi, Alabama,

Tennessee and Louisiana.
Storm watches and warnings
were posted throughout the
area.
There was no immediate
estimate of the ferocity of the
tornado that hit Arkansas, but
it could hit an EF3, meaning it
carried winds of more than 136
mph, Chris Buonanno of the
National Weather Service in
Little Rock told the Los Angeles
Times.
“We’re still looking at the
damage,” and two teams are on

Russian propaganda campaign finds fertile ground
in Ukrainians’ mixed sense of who they are
By MATTHEW SCHOFIELD

MCCLATCHY FOREIGN STAFF
(MCT)
The Russian invasion of
Ukraine began long before
separatists seized control
of eastern Ukrainian city
buildings.
It began long before an estimated 40,000 Russian troops
massed on the Ukrainian
border, engaging in “training
exercises” as Moscow threatened
“consequences”
for
Ukrainian resistance. It even
began long before the mostly
bloodless seizure of Crimea in
March.
Experts and officials in
Ukraine insist it began during
the autumn of 2004.
It was then, they say, while
Ukrainians and much of the
world rejoiced at the power of
democracy shown through the
Orange Revolution, that Russian President Vladimir Putin,
despite a landslide victory earlier in 2004, saw the potential
of democratic unrest spreading into his nation. Analysts
say he worried.
Shortly after, he began a
media campaign demonizing
Ukraine, to both Russians and
Russian-speaking eastern and
southern Ukrainians. Ukraine,
long considered an inseparable ally for Russia, was
portrayed as dangerous, untrustworthy and a puppet that
the United States was using to
harm Russia.
Newscasts and newspapers
painted Kiev as tragically out
of control, a place that in the
interest of history and even
of love needed to be brought
back under the safe control
of mother Russia. Even entertainment programming added
to a new, negative perception
of Ukraine. Television police dramas began to feature

Ukrainian villains. Today, an
evening of Russian television
typically features newscasts
and talk shows that depict an
America eager to destroy Russia, a Europe on the brink of
collapse and an inept and chaotic Ukraine.
Ukrainian media analyst
Maksym Savanevsky noted in
a Facebook post on the topic
that Russian drama shows are
“powerful propaganda.” They
paint an “image of Russia as
a beautiful, rich and happy
country. The Ukrainians, as a
rule, serve as the underdogs,
traitors, blunt,” Savanevsky
wrote. The overarching message, he said, is that Ukraine
would be better off under Russian rule.
Georgy Satarov, a prominent
Putin critic who was an adviser
to former Russian President
Boris Yeltsin and attended a
conference on peace initiatives last week in Kiev, said
the strategy is not new. The
Soviet Union applied similar
demonization tactics to create
a strong negative perception of
the United States.
The campaign has worked.
Satarov said some polls have
shown about 70 percent of
Russians support Putin’s plans
for Ukraine, and as many as 60
percent say they’re willing to
take part.
“When you spend 10 years
preparing the soil, it’s easy to
get the new seeds of discontent to grow well,” he said.
“Remember, it’s also about a
monopoly of the views being
sent out. The opposition in
Russia is very weak, and very
disorganized. The Kremlin
controls the message that the
people see.”
The Russian narrative, that
Kiev is run by thugs and fascists, is repeated often not only

MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON BUREAU
(MCT)
While the dynamic in the White
House press briefing room has changed
drastically from the days when minority reporters were barred, the level of
diversity among reporters who cover
the presidency still doesn’t reflect the
makeup of the country as a whole, a
panel of current and former Washington journalists said Monday.
Print and television news outlets
can do more to attract journalists of
color to the field of political reporting
and ensure that a range of perspectives is represented in the White House
press corps, several journalists said
during the panel discussion, which
was co-hosted by George Washington University’s School of Media and
Public Affairs and the White House
Correspondents’ Association.
The association, which is celebrating
its centennial this year, organized the
event as part of a weeklong series leading up to its annual dinner.
The panel was moderated by April

See TORNADO | Page 5

AOL confirms
security breach of
users’ passwords,
address books
By SALVADOR RODRIGUES

CLAUDIA HIMMELREICH | MCT

The Russian campaign against Ukraine began long before the winter protests at Maidan, or Indpendence
Square, in Kiev, as seen in March. But at Maidan, protesters began hitting back at Russian President
Vladimir Putin, who is portrayed as Hitler in a poster.
by Russian separatists who
have seized government buildings and demanded a vote
on whether eastern regions
should secede and join Russia,
but also by many citizens who
have no interest in secession,
but don’t believe they can trust

their own government.
The lack of trust was aggravated by the Ukrainian
parliament’s quick approval
of a bill that would downgrade
Russian’s status as an official
language. The bill hasn’t become law, but it is frequently

mentioned by Russian critics
of the interim government in
Kiev.
Kostyantyn Gryshchenko is
a former vice prime minister of
Ukraine and a former minister

See UKRAINE | Page 5

Panel: White House press corps doesn’t yet reflect America

By LAUREN KIRKWOOD

the ground as well, he said. He
said that early reports showed
that there could be a long swath
of damage of at least 20 miles
through the state. That figure
could increase as new data
come in, he said.
At a news conference in
the Philippines, President
Barack Obama sent his condolences and promised the
government would help in
the recovery.

Ryan, White House reporter for
American Urban Radio Networks,
and the panelists included Jim Avila,
a correspondent with ABC News and
Fusion; Ed Chen, former White House
Correspondents’ Association president; David Nakamura, White House
reporter for The Washington Post;
Kevin Merida, managing editor at The
Washington Post; Sonya Ross, race
and ethnicity editor at The Associated
Press; Ken Strickland, Washington bureau chief for NBC News; and Kristen
Welker, White House correspondent
for NBC News.
The importance of diversity as a
means of fostering more comprehensive political reporting, rather than
simply for its own sake, was a major
theme of the panel’s discussion, and
one that’s as relevant today as it was 70
years ago, several panelists said.
“It’s not unusual for me to find that
I’m the only female journalist of color
in the front row during some of the
briefings,” Welker said. “I think it’s incredibly important that we think about
diversity in the context of the White

House press corps, because it’s important that the group of people there is
representative of the diversity that we
see throughout the country. I think that
as reporters we certainly bring to bear
our own set of experiences, our backgrounds, to our reporting.”
Seventy years ago, Atlanta Daily
World journalist Harry McAlpin became the first black reporter to cover
a White House news briefing, and he
brought to the briefing room questions that no other reporters were
asking, about subjects that ranged
from the treatment of black troops to
anti-lynching laws, National Journal
correspondent George Condon told
Monday’s audience.
But even with the progress that’s
been made over the past 70 years,
white male reporters still dominate the
White House press corps, the panelists
noted.
The correspondents’ association
doesn’t break down its membership by
race or gender, said Steven Thomma,
the group’s president and McClatchy’s
government and politics editor.

Last summer, a Washington Post
story on the press corps said seven of
53 people who regularly reported from
the White House were African-American or Asian-American. The story cited
“head counts by a dozen White House
correspondents, journalism organizations and other sources.”
“It certainly has gotten better if
you compared figures with maybe 30
years ago,” said Martha Joynt Kumar,
a political science professor at Towson University who did not appear on
Monday’s panel but studies the White
House press corps. “But it’s going to
take a commitment by news organizations to bring about the diversity we
need in our reporting. It’s not going to
happen by chance.”
The ability to encourage and promote minority journalists interested in
political reporting resides with schools,
which can interest students in history
and politics, as well as with those in
management positions at news organizations, who have the responsibility
to recognize and develop talent, Strickland said.

page designed and edited by TAYLOR STUCK | stuck7@marshall.edu

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
AOL Inc. has confirmed what
many suspected: The company suffered a major security
breach.
Hackers were able to steal
the email addresses, postal
addresses, address books, encrypted passwords and the
encrypted answers to security questions of “a significant
number of user accounts,” the
New York-based company said
Monday.
“The ongoing investigation
of this serious criminal activity is our top priority,” AOL
said in a note. “We are working
closely with federal authorities to pursue this investigation
to its resolution. Our security
team has put enhanced protective measures in place, and we
urge our users to take proactive
steps to help ensure the security of their accounts.”
AOL said it began investigating the matter after it saw
a significant increase in the
amount of spam email being
sent from accounts that were
set up to look like AOL Mail addresses. This is a tactic known
as “spoofing.”
Spoofing is “used by spammers to make it appear that
the message is from an email
user known to the recipient in
order to trick the recipient into
opening it,” AOL said. “These
emails do not originate from
the sender’s email or email service provider — the addresses
are just edited to make them
appear that way.”
The company said it appears
spammers are using the stolen
contact information to send
spoof messages from email addresses mimicking 2 percent of
AOL’s accounts.
The rise in spoof AOL spam
email occurred last week, leading many experts to believe that
the company had been hacked.
John Levine, an expert in email
infrastructure, said AOL’s announcement Monday comes as
no surprise.
“It’s been painfully obvious
that the crooks managed to
steal the email addresses and
the address books since I saw
spam coming from an AOL address to recipients that were
in that person’s address book,”
said Levine, who co-wrote “The
Internet for Dummies.”
Levine said it is hard to gauge
how significant of a breach AOL
suffered because the company
did not say how many users
were affected, but it is clear
that AOL must improve its
cybersecurity.
“It’s their job to keep their
system secure. We all know it’s
hard, but it’s a modern online

See AOL | Page 5
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Weaving together a team
By GABI WARWICK

THE PARTHENON
Although there are many
clubs at Marshall University,
some students still cannot find
one that suits them perfectly. In
this situation, students are allowed to form their own group
through the university.
The women’s club lacrosse
team is one of the groups that
formed this way. Sarah Conners, captain and founder of the
team, said founding the team
was an intricate process.
“I tried to found the team
with another girl in 2011,” Conners said, “but no one showed
up to interest meetings. However, in 2012, the university
contacted us to ask us to form
the team.”
Lacrosse is a club sport,
which means it is run through
the Marshall Recreation Center as opposed to the NCAA.
This also means that any
money given to the team is
through the Student Government Association instead of
the university. Conners said
this makes money a concern
for the team.
“Money is a major factor,”
Conners said. “We pay to be
part of the club sports council, as well as to be part of the
Women’s Collegiate Lacrosse
League. We also have to pay to
attend a conference every year
in Toledo.”
Conners said she had trouble
gathering enough people to
form a team, as well as keeping
members.
“We went through three different presidents of the team
because of people quitting,”
Conners said. “People also just
weren’t sticking with the sport.
It was really discouraging to
see.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Members of the Marshall women’s club
lacrosse team line up on the restraining line
with Ohio players awaiting the draw.
However, the team had
enough committed members
to begin play in the spring of
2013. Conners said the opening
season was a bit rough.
“We didn’t win any games
our first season, which really sucked,” Conners said.
“However, we did manage to

SUBMITTED PHOTO

establish ourselves as part of
the university and gain interest
from incoming freshman.”
In the spring of 2014, the
team finally managed to find
a coach and gain players with
more experience in the sport.
Conners said the different people that made up the team this
year really allowed it to become
a family.
“Our team has become so dynamic and intricate,” Conners
said. “I’ve never been the kind of
person that has a lot of friends
that are girls. These people that
I’ve gathered have become my
family. They’ve been with me
through everything.”
Allie Talbott, the team president and second year member,
said she wanted to start the
team because she loves the
sport.
“I love lacrosse and I wanted
to introduce it to more people
in the state,” Talbott said. “I’ve
played since kindergarten. I
took some years off, but I actually stuck with it from the

beginning through my senior
year of college.”
Talbott said there were times
when it seemed the team would
not be able to continue.
However, the team came
together to play for another
season. Talbott said her favorite
memory was seeing the unified team make other friends
through the sport.
“The WVU tournament was
the best,” Talbott said. “We had
to play our games in snow, but
we made friends. We joked
around and got to have a good
time together, even with the opposing team.”
Kaitlin Slayton, a second
year member of the team,
said the team was created to
give Marshall students a new
opportunity.
“The inspiration for starting
the team was to create another
part of the Marshall family to
give people a new thing to participate in,” Slayton said. “It’s
been really cool to start something that people in the future

can continue.”
Anna Maria Firth, a returning
member of the team, said she
appreciated having the team
with her and acting as a family
during rough times.
“The team is like an extended
family,” Firth said. “They all
know my biological family and
have helped me out a lot. My
mom’s been sick for pretty
much the entire time we’ve
played. She’s had a lot of different issues, but everyone’s been
there for my family.”
Firth said her favorite memory with the team was having
them all over to celebrate
Thanksgiving.
“We had a Thanksgiving that
was combined with my other
friends,” Firth said. “Everyone
brought food and we got to chill
at the house, so it was really
nice.”
Sophie Cooper, a first year
member of the team, said she
did not plan on playing lacrosse.

the game through injury —
posted a picture of himself
holding a banana in a demonstration of solidarity. This gesture
was repeated on Instagram by
Chelsea’s Brazilian trio of Oscar,
David Luiz and Willian.
Meanwhile, fellow Brazilian
internationals Hulk, Fred and
Lucas Leiva displayed their support through their social media
accounts, with Leiva writing on
Twitter: “Congratulations on
your attitude yesterday. We are
together in this fight against
racism.”
Tottenham duo Nacer Chadli
and Mousa Dembele were also
photographed eating bananas
alongside a message supporting the fight against racism.
Spurs
striker
Emmanuel
Adebayor wrote on Twitter:
“Massive respect to Dani Alves,
there is no place for racism in
football.”
Villarreal officials have said
they have identified the banana
thrower and have hit him with
a lifetime ban stadium ban. A
statement on the club’s official

website read: “The club deeply
regrets and condemns the
incident.
“Thanks to the security
forces and the invaluable assistance of the Villarreal fans, the
club have identified the culprit
and decided to withdraw his
season ticket and ban him from
entering El Madrigal stadium
for life.”
In February, the VillarrealCelta Vigo game was suspended
when a supporter threw a tear
gas cannister onto the pitch.
The thrower was never identified by Villarreal, who escaped
with a light fine from the Spanish football federation.
Earlier Monday, Catalan

radio station RAC-1 said that
Alves “had defused a potentially tense situation in a very
positive way,” while Radio
Marca praised him “for changing a situation of tension into
one of humor.”
Meanwhile, Mundo Deportivo
said “it was the perfect reaction
to an aggressive action.”
Barca went into the game
mourning former coach Tito
Vilanova, who died Friday after a three-year battle against
throat cancer.
The late win left Barca in second place in La Liga, four points
behind leaders Atletico Madrid,
which won 1-0 at Valencia
Sunday.

See LACROSSE | Page 5

Alves backed by Blatter, Roussef on banana incident
DPA (MCT)
FIFA president Joseph Blatter
and several top players came
out in support Monday of Barcelona right-back Dani Alves,
who ate half of a banana that
was thrown at him in a racist
gesture a day earlier during his
side’s 3-2 win at Villarreal.
Alves reacted by eating half
of the banana — which was
thrown when Barca were losing 1-0 — and throwing the
rest of it beyond the touchline.
“I take these things with humor and try not to make a big
drama out of them. What was
the point in complaining?” he
said afterward.
Alves is dark-skinned. Some
fans have begun to make racist
statements at games by throwing
bananas at black players, implying that they are monkeys.
Alves then claimed that the
energy given him by the banana
helped him to contribute to
Barca’s late comeback win. Two
of Alves’ centers turned to own
goals from Villarreal defenders,

Donald Sterling
scandal merits
an over-the-top
reaction
By BILL DWYRE

Junior attacker Sarah Conners congratulates sophomore attacker
Emily Wood during the Herd’s game against Ohio University.

By DUNCAN SHAW

COLUMN

then Lionel Messi scored a late
winner for Barca.
Blatter tweeted Monday:
“What Alves had to tolerate is
an outrage. There will be zero
tolerance (of racism) at the
World Cup.”
Blatter, referring to this summer’s tournament in Alves’ native
Brazil, added: “We must fight all
forms of discrimination united.”
Meanwhile, Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff joined the
widespread outrage about the
incident.
“The player Dani Alves
gave a daring and strong response to racism in sports,”
she said in a series of Twitter
messages, adding that such
racism had become “unfortunately common.”
In addition, several players have backed Alves’
reaction. Manchester City’s
Sergio Aguero posted a photo
of him with Brazilian female
player Marta eating bananas in
support.
Alves’ Barca and Brazil colleague Neymar — who missed

page designed and edited by WILL VANCE | vance162@marshall.edu

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
The opinion that Donald
Sterling can no longer be an
owner is incorrect. He would
make an excellent plantation
owner.
What a story. Just when you
think you have seen it all …
The late Bill Thomas, as
fine an editor as the Los
Angeles Times ever had,
preached a doctrine of reacting quickly to major news
stories, but also finding a
quiet place amid the uproar
to really digest it. His point
was that news-media noise
often is more for the sake of
other news media than a real
measure of the story.
The noise these days, of
course, is a brass band compared with the flutes and
violins of yesteryear. Journalism is drowning under
the volume of reactive rants.
The old saying that whoever
dies with the most toys wins
has now been replaced by
whoever shouts the loudest.
That being said, every bit
of media noise and public
anger — every statement of
dismay and distrust made by
anyone with a keyboard or a
microphone, every written
and broadcast rant — is justified in this one.
You want to take Sterling
by the lapel and scream
at him: “What were you
thinking?” But of course, he
wasn’t. Nor would you even
want to hear more of his
thoughts, because what has
come out is probably only
the tip of the iceberg.
This wasn’t Calvin Griffith
in Waseca, Minn., in 1978,
saying he was happy to have
his Twins there because
there were more white people in the state. This wasn’t
Jimmy “The Greek” Snyder
in 1988, talking about black
athletes being better because they were bred for
it from the days of slavery.
This wasn’t Al Campanis in
1987, wrestling with “lack of
necessities.”
Assuming these recordings are authentic, this was
a full-blown, spill-your-guts,
this-is-really-who-I-amand-how-I-think
expose.
Campanis said that blacks
had no buoyancy and
couldn’t swim. That was
stupid and racist, but if you
knew Campanis, also more
misguided than heartfelt.
Sterling, in essence, is
purported to have said that
blacks were not on the same
level of humanity as whites.
That is horrifying.
If the title hasn’t already
been taken, you could write
a book about this and call it
the Perfect Storm.
A man, rich like a Rockefeller, has a wife of 50 years
and a parade of female acquaintances less than half
his age. One of the young
women, one who may have
had an ax to grind and a
plan in mind, engages Sterling in a conversation that
gets recorded. The recording
somehow gets to TMZ, which
breaks the story.
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‘Most Beautiful’ goes beyond the face
From the moment Lupita Nyong’o effortlessly stepped onto the Golden Globes
red carpet in red Ralph Lauren, her effect
on media was undeniable. The 31-yearold Mexican-born Kenyan actress and
Oscar winner turned heads as she took on
awards season with poise and beauty. But
Nyong’o’s designation as People magazine’s “Most Beautiful Person for 2014”
proves Hollywood’s stereotyped vision of
Botox bottle blondes with flawless skin
and digitally altered bodies fades as pop
culture realizes the value of inner beauty.
The actress claims to never have imagined she could be named “Most Beautiful”
as she struggled with her own equation of
beauty as a teenager.
“You can’t rely on how you look to

sustain you,” Nyong’o’s mother said to
her daughter as encouragement. “What is
fundamentally beautiful is compassion for
yourself and for those around you. That
kind of beauty enflames the heart and enchants the soul.”
Nyong’o took her mother’s words to
heart, looking beyond the “light skin and
long, flowing, straight hair” she saw on
television.
Along with countless magazine covers,
spots on best-dressed lists and an award
for best breakthrough performance at
the seventh annual Black Women in Hollywood luncheon (followed by a moving
speech), the actress was also named
French makeup and skincare giant
Lancôme’s first black ambassador.

“I am particularly proud to represent its
unique vision for women and the idea that
beauty should not be dictated but should
instead be an expression of a woman’s
freedom to be herself,” Nyong’o told TODAY’s Savannah Guthrie of the honor.
Nyong’o’s focus on her own inner
beauty and happiness legitimizes her
ability to redefine beauty in mass media.
This is not to say media will stop altering images to portray perfection in their
star players — Nyong’o’s People cover is
clearly altered after all. Glorification of
fake faces and mindless, publicist-crafted
responses is, however, challenged by Alisters like Nyong’o who is considered
attractive for her realness rather than
conformity.

MCT CAMPUS

NATIONAL EDITORIAL

Another try at a neutral Net
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Eager to preserve the Internet’s openness but not to be rebuked again by the
courts, the Federal Communications
Commission is crafting yet another set of
“Net neutrality” rules to limit broadband
providers’ control over the data traveling through their networks. The tentative
proposal unveiled Thursday seems more
permissive than the rules a federal appeals
panel rejected in January, prompting some
critics to warn that Internet service providers will rush to create “toll lanes,” giving
preference to some content providers and
moving their data faster to end-users. But
commission officials say they want the new
restrictions to do as much to protect competition, innovation and free expression as
the previous ones did. That’s the right goal,
although it remains to be seen whether
they can achieve it.
The Internet is no egalitarian playground. Companies with deep pockets,
such as Netflix, can already buy speedier,
more reliable delivery of their content to

broadband networks, such as Comcast’s.
But within their networks, Internet service
providers haven’t favored one competitor’s
transmissions over another’s. When traffic
gets congested, ISPs don’t put any site or
service’s content at the front of the line
To preserve that status quo, the FCC
adopted rules in 2010 that banned ISPs
from blocking legal content (a rival’s
online phone service, for example) or unreasonably discriminating against any
site or service’s traffic. These rules were
thrown out on appeal on the grounds that
the commission had exceeded its authority. Nevertheless, the District of Columbia
Court of Appeals suggested that the commission could adopt less prescriptive rules
to stop ISPs from blocking sites or discriminating in commercially unreasonable
ways.
That’s what FCC Chairman Tom Wheeler
has called on the commission to do. His
proposal, which the commission is expected to put out for public comment next
month, would set a clear ban on blocking

legal sites but a fuzzier restriction on prioritizing traffic. The commission would judge
deals by ISPs to give sites preferential
treatment based on their effect on consumers, competition, innovation, investment
and free expression, among other factors.
But the new rule would effectively shift the
FCC’s default position from opposing prioritization with exceptions to allowing it
with conditions.
It’s not the commission’s job to put every website on an equal footing online, and
some innovation by ISPs to manage traffic
could actually help consumers and promote competition. Nevertheless, one risk
in allowing prioritization is that it gives
ISPs an incentive to keep traffic congested
to maintain the demand for special treatment. Another is that it could promote
deep-pocketed sites at the expense of everyone else. The commission needs to
ensure that its rules don’t lead to either of
those outcomes. There’s no point in adopting rules that are legally defensible if they
don’t actually protect the open Internet.
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YOU CAN BE HERD
What are your plans for summer?

Are you going to the Green and
White Game Saturday?

Take summer classes
Get a job/continue working
Go on vacation

11%
Yes
No
67%
I can’t. I have other obligations. 22%

Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.

COLUMN

John XXIII, John Paul II —
one in heart and mind
By CHARLES J. CHAPUT

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER
(MCT)
John XXIII and John Paul
II, both extraordinary popes,
changed the papacy, the church,
and the world. But that’s not
the most important thing about
them.
An ocean of words has been
written on the two men in advance of their being declared
saints Sunday. A common narrative treats them as leaders with
very different visions for the
church. John XXIII was the brave
progressive freeing the church
from outdated ideas and rules;
John Paul II was the Polish conservative trying to reimpose an
older vision of Catholic life.
It’s a congenial story line, but
only for people who find facts
burdensome. The reality of the
two men was more complex.
Born of an Italian peasant family and a veteran of the Vatican’s
diplomatic service, John XXIII
was 77 when elected — firmly
anticommunist and a traditional churchman in many ways.
Within a few months, though, he
surprised the world by calling
the Second Vatican Council.
The need for a council was not
a new idea. It had been discussed
internally by leading bishops
and theologians for some time.
But John XXIII had the courage
to pursue it. He hoped a new
ecumenical council would reinvigorate the methods, forms and
structures of the church to address the needs of the modern
world.
In effect, John wanted to make
the church better at what she
was called to do, not to reinvent
who she is. When he opened
the first session of the council,
he told the world’s bishops that
his overriding concern was that
“the sacred deposit of Christian
doctrine should be guarded and
taught more efficaciously.”
As John made clear in his
great encyclical “Mater et Magistra (“Mother and Teacher”),
the church pursues her mission
of mercy and salvation for the
sake of the world. The church
must “hold the world in an embrace of love, that men, in every

age, should find in her their own
completeness in a higher order of living, and their ultimate
salvation.”
John Paul II was elected in
1978, 15 years after John XXIII’s
death. He was the youngest pope
since Pius IX in 1846 and the
first non-Italian in 450 years; a
former quarry worker, actor and
scholar; a man who had survived
the devastation of his homeland
and two bloody totalitarian regimes in a row.
John Paul was also a bishop
who’d been active at the Second Vatican Council, where he
had helped draft some of its key
documents. One of these, the
“Pastoral Constitution on the
Church in the Modern World,”
“Gaudium et Spes,” was the text
that most vigorously threw open
the windows of the church. In his
first address after being elected
pope, he declared that he believed it his “primary duty” to
promote “the most exact fulfillment of the norms and directives
of the council.”
And that is what John Paul did
for the 26 years of his astonishing
papacy, traveling to every corner
of the globe and producing a vast
body of teaching — on the family, on mercy, on workers’ rights,
on faith and reason, on art and
culture, on the dignity of women,
the elderly and the unborn child,
and on too many other issues to
name — that dwarfs the work of
any previous pope.
But the church doesn’t acknowledge these two great popes
as saints because they were innovative CEOs, or because they
were somehow free from human
flaws or weakness. She declares
them saints because in her judgment, these men were genuinely
holy. People become saints, not
because they’re perfect and not
because they do things well, but
because they follow in the footsteps of Jesus Christ in a heroic
way.
That unity is what we need to
see in John XXIII and John Paul II.
Their lives are part of the same
grand narrative, the same story
of discipleship. That remarkable
witness is what Pope Francis and
all Catholics celebrate Sunday.
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the author’s request. All letters
must be signed and include an
address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be
printed at the discretion of the
editors.
The opinions expressed in
the columns and letters do
not necessarily represent the
views of The Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@
marshall.edu. Please keep
in mind, letters are printed
based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.

TUESDAY, APRIL 29, 2014 |

|

Berkeley hires first Wikipedian-in-residence

LACROSSE

Continued from Page 3
“I originally came here for
swimming and diving,” Cooper
said, “but that didn’t work out,
so I wanted to find a new sport.
I knew a couple of the girls that
played it last year. I had played
soccer before, so I wanted to see
how it would go.”
Cooper said she is excited to
have found a sport she enjoys as
much as lacrosse.
“The intensity of lacrosse is

DAY CARE

Continued from Page 1

KRISTOPHER SKINNER| BAY AREA NEWS GROUP | MCT

Kevin Gorman, center, who has turned his Wikipedia-editing obsession into a job as UC Berkeley's first Wikipedian-in-residence, works with
undergraduate students on their Wikipedia projects in Berkeley, Calif., March 6.
By KATY MURPHY

SAN JOSE MERCURY NEWS (MCT)
Citing Wikipedia in a research paper may still be a
huge faux pas, but for a growing
number of college students, the
online encyclopedia is now the
assignment.
Enter 24-year-old Kevin
Gorman, the new Wikipedianin-residence at the University of
California, Berkeley.
In January, the campus hired
the Wikipedia devotee (interests: wild mushrooms, women
in philosophy) to coach students and advise professors
on the deceptively complex
task of editing articles for the
user-generated encyclopedia
that gets 500 million monthly
visitors.
“The goal of cultural institutions is in large part to share

GRADUATION

Continued from Page 1
“Schools were for a long time
ignoring this facet,” said Losen.
“They were focused for the longest time on test scores.”
Joanna Hornig Fox, the
deputy director of the Everyone Graduates Center at Johns
Hopkins University and one
of the report’s authors, attributed the improved rates in

STERLING

Continued from Page 3
Whether Sterling was taped
legally isn’t clear, but in this case
score one for the new journalism
of getting the story out there first
and thinking about it later.
The Perfect Storm continues
when the recording becomes public
just as Sterling’s Los Angeles Clippers are taking a 2-1 series lead into
Game 4 of an NBA playoff series
with a hard-to-beat Golden State
Warriors team.
Then there is the perfect timing. The news breaks on Sterling’s
80th birthday. Happy birthday,
Donald.
Before Game 4, the Clippers
make some team gestures of protest, but have had enough heart
taken out of them to lack the competitive fire needed at this level
and time of year. They are routed
by the Warriors.
It may mark the first time that
a sports owner has thrown his entire team under the bus during the
most important time in its history.
This affects more than the players. Andy Roeser, the Clippers
team president, releases a feeble
statement expressing uncertainty
that it was Sterling on the tape,
thereby allowing himself to be
turned into a pathetic lackey.
This brings us to Tuesday night,
Game 5 of the playoffs series. At
Staples Center. A packed house.

knowledge, to make their information accessible to the general
public,” Gorman says. “I think it
would be really, really cool to
get that information online one
way or another so its access will
no longer be limited to people
at Berkeley who have Berkeley
credentials.”
Rather than write term papers to be read by a professor
and forgotten, students at UC
Berkeley and elsewhere are being asked to make their mark on
the site. More than 150 universities nationwide — including
the University of San Francisco
and California Maritime Academy — have classes producing
content for the encyclopedia,
according to Wiki Education,
a foundation created in July to
support such projects.
“Students are the fuel of
part to recent federal education reform bills, including No
Child Left Behind and Race to
the Top, which implemented
nationwide standards and performance-based funding for
public schools.
Fox said that thanks to efforts to ensure “students do a
great more deal of writing and
explain their thinking,” now
students in poorer districts are
“not just filling in the blank.”

People paying lots of money to
watch a team they love, owned by
a man they now hate.
Could this be any stranger?
Could there be any bigger challenge to focusing on basketball?
Clippers star Chris Paul was asked
about coming home Tuesday
night and all that might bring. He
said, “I can’t say I won’t be a little
nervous.”
Sterling has burned down his
own house.
New NBA Commissioner Adam
Silver has the sword in his hand.
There has been talk of banning
Sterling from the rest of the playoffs this year. That’s not enough,
nor might there be many games
left anyway.
There has been talk of suspending him for a year. Baseball tried
that with former Cincinnati Reds
owner Marge Schott after she
made a series of racist remarks.
It didn’t work. A couple of years
later, she stated her support of
Adolf Hitler and was suspended
for life.
Instead, how about allowing
those Clippers players who no
longer want to play for Sterling to
have their contracts voided and
become free agents? When Coach
Doc Rivers said that he couldn’t
imagine what Sterling could say to
him that would make him want to
coach the Clippers again next season, that was a hint that couldn’t
be lost on the NBA.

Wikipedia,” said Frank Schulenburg, who directs the
foundation.
Cal is the first American university to create a position
devoted to improving the site
— and getting its own rarefied
scholarship out to the public.
Some museums around the
world have Wikipedians and
Harvard’s Houghton Museum
last week advertised for one.
Gorman has edited Wikipedia
obsessively since his undergraduate days at Cal. But don’t
call him a “WikiGnome,” as UC
Berkeley did in a 2012 headline
about the 6-foot-5 undergraduate geography major. “I have no
idea why someone chose to call
me that a couple of years ago,”
he said.
Aside from interviews —
news about the position caught

TORNADO

Continued from Page 2
“Your country will be there to
help you recover and rebuild as
long as it takes,” Obama said.
Beebe said he had talked with
federal officials Monday morning and they were promising
help.
Vilonia was last hit by a tornado three years ago when at
least four people were reported
dead.
One of the buildings destroyed in 2011 was a school
that was rebuilt. On Sunday, the
latest tornado hit the building
again, causing extensive damage, officials said.
“My heart is heavy this morning as we continue to uncover

UKRAINE

Continued from Page 2
of foreign affairs who served in
the administrations of both Viktor Yanukovych, the president
who in February fled to Russia
after the Maidan protests and
is considered Russia-friendly,
and Viktor Yushchenko, Yanukovych’s predecessor and the
hero of the Orange Revolution.
Before Ukrainian independence, he was influential in the
Soviet Union’s foreign ministry.
In an interview Friday, he said
that the picture many in Russia
and eastern Ukraine have of
what happened in Maidan and
what the government is trying
to accomplish now is twisted.
But he also blamed the government for not getting the facts

AOL

Continued from Page 2
service. It’s a key part of what
they do,” he said. “It’s incumbent on them to step up and
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the attention of reporters in
Germany and Spain, he said —
Gorman has spent his first weeks
on the job training students,
teaching assistants and professors how to produce and source
Wiki articles, a more complicated task than it might seem.
Changes need to be explained,
and they often are discussed
with other editors at length, in
an article’s “talk” page. Subjective or weakly sourced entries
may be deleted, something
junior Katrina Anasco hopes
doesn’t happen to her group
project on the Toxic Substances
Control Act.
“It definitely opened my eyes
to how much work it is to actually get an edit into a page,” said
Anasco, a student in professor
Dara O’Rourke’s environmental
justice class.
the devastation of last night’s
storms,” said Sen. Mark Pryor,
D-Ark. “We’ve seen the loss of
lives, homes and property, but
not the loss of spirit. The people
of Arkansas have come together
to help our friends and neighbors in need. I stand ready to
help those impacted and ensure
that our state has the resources
it needs to rebuild, recover, and
come back stronger than before.
To all those affected, we’re praying for you.”
In Kansas, Gov. Sam Brownback will visit Baxter Springs on
Monday, which was also hit by a
tornado Sunday that damaged
or destroyed about 70 homes
and up to 25 businesses and injured 34 people, nine requiring
hospitalization.
out as well as the Russians
have promoted their spin.
“They had to create a sense
of inclusiveness, and they failed
to do that,” he said. “There was
no consistent message from
Kiev, so the people believed the
worst.”
Promoting
a
different
message now is difficult.
Presidential candidate Petro
Poroshenko, who polls show is
the front runner in elections set
for May 25, found that out when
he went to eastern Ukraine
to campaign. Known to many
Ukrainians as “the chocolate
king” and owner of a string of
candy stories, he’s not often
subjected to hostile meetings,
but this time he was the subject
of a blockade after landing at
the Donetsk airport.
deal with the costs.”
AOL suggests that all its users and employees change their
passwords and their security
questions and answers to protect themselves from hackers.

“If we didn’t have Kiwanis, we
would probably be on welfare
and living with my parents,”
Denbow said. “We wouldn’t
have half the things we need or
want without it.”
Denbow said Kiwanis has
been there for her and Xavier.
“They’re willing to help you,”
Denbow said. “If you need
clothes for your child, they find
a way to provide them. If you
can’t make your payment on
time, they are willing to work
with you.”
Bill and Frances Rosenberger
have three kids, and both parents work full time. Two of their
children attend Kiwanis during
the school year. Bill Rosenberger
said he was pleased with what
Kiwanis was doing for his children and wanted to give back.
“I became a member of the
board of directors after a year
of my kids being there,” Rosenberger said. “I just saw how
passionate everyone was and
wanted to be a part of it.”
The Rosenbergers originally
turned to Kiwanis because of
its low rates compared to other
day care facilities.
“At first, it was all about where
we were financially,” Rosenberger said. “Now it’s about
the quality of the services that
I wouldn’t go anywhere else.
They aren’t babysitters; our kids
are actually learning here.”
Kiwanis Day Care Center is
the oldest child care facility
in Huntington, providing care
since 1930. The goal of the
center is to provide affordable,
quality care to children from six
weeks to age 12 of parents who
work or attend school.
Kiwanis is funded through
United Way of the River Cities,
the Huntington Board of Education, Kiwanis Club of Huntington,
government grants and client
fees, receiving $607,885 in 2013.

the best part,” Cooper said. “It’s
always going and always moving. Even though it’s not a contact
sport, you always have to be
aware of where people are. Also,
if I hadn’t played lacrosse I might
have transferred. But being on
the team has really helped me
make friends and connect here.”
The team’s season ended
in April, but will continue next
spring.
Gabi Warwick can be contacted at warwick@marshall.
edu.

The day care employs 24
workers, 14 of whom work
full time. All employees must
complete 18 hours of stateapproved training every year.
Workers must also complete
CPR, first aid, child abuse and
medication
administration
training. Those who care for
infants and toddlers must receive state-approved training
or receive a degree in infant and
toddler care.
Kiwanis cares for 65-67 children on a daily basis but can
accommodate up to 98 children.
During the summer months,
Kiwanis cares for school-aged
children up to 12 years. Fees
are determined using a sliding
scale fee based on the parent’s
income and the age of the child.
Brenda Sutphin, director of Kiwanis Day Care Center, came to
the center in February after the
previous director retired.
“It’s definitely been a challenge so far,” Sutphin said.
“When I started here, enrollment was down but we’ve
slowly started growing again.”
Sutphin said being a nonprofit organization has benefits
reaching far beyond the low
rates for parents.
“Being a nonprofit is key because those who are for-profit
tend to lose the focus of the children and their families,” Sutphin
said. “We haven’t raised fees in a
very long time and don’t see having to raise them any time soon.”
Sutphin said the biggest obstacle Kiwanis Day Care Center
has is continuing its work despite the state of the economy.
“Unfortunately, there is less
and less money coming in every
year,” Sutphin said. “With less
money, we can’t do all the things
for the children as we like. We
are trying to make every dollar count so that we can stay
affordable.”
Josie Landgrave can be
contacted at landgrave2@
marshall.edu.
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Humans of Huntington
By EMILY RICE | THE PARTHENON

A GLIMPSE INTO THE LIVES OF THE CITY'S STRANGERS

"Due to the exigencies
of trying to get by in
the present semester,
I've been forced into
some rather unpleasant circumstances.
Mostly, I've been
having to sacrifice my
health and general
well being in order
to keep up with all
of the busy work. Although I shouldn't say
busy work per se, it's
all upper level mathematics courses, but
still, it's a ridiculous
amount of work and
as a result of this I've
had both to question
whether or not I can
continue doing this for
any length of time, on
any practical level,
and also whether it's
worth the sacrificing
my health and myself
in order to get this
piece of paper that
is worth less than a
recommendation from
any given professor."

PHOTOS BY ALLEN J. SCHABEN | LOS ANGELES TIMES | MCT

JENNIFER NETTLES

JASON ALDEAN

TODAY IN THE LIFE!

iTUNES TOP 10 SONGS

Stagecoach country festival is young fans’ kinda party
By RANDY LEWIS

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Country music’s recent transformation
from a form that spoke to a cross-generational audience about life’s broader
themes into a party-minded soundtrack
for young adults was starkly apparent
over the weekend at the 2014 edition of
the Stagecoach Country Music Festival in
Indio.
The daily turnout of some 63,000 was
awash in concert-goers in their late teens
and early 20s, with women outnumbering men on the order of 3- or 4-1 and,
other than a healthy sprinkling of cowboy
hats and boots, appearing little different
than the toned and tanned crowd you’d
expect at a Miami spring-break blowout.
That has a lot to do with the three-day
festival’s headliners this year, a troika of
male country stars — Luke Bryan, Jason
Aldean and Eric Church — who have built
careers singing party-minded songs to
party-minded listeners.
Aldean also made his breakthrough
to the masses with his 2010 album, “My
Kinda Party,” while Church formally
trumpets his position as a new generation country outlaw in his latest album,
“The Outsiders.”
Support acts on Stagecoach’s Mane
Stage — one of four performance spaces
this year and the one attended by the vast
majority of festival-goers — included a
raft of relatively recently minted young
stars: Hunter Hayes, Florida Georgia Line,
Sugarland’s Jennifer Nettles, Brantley Gilbert, Easton Corbin, Jon Pardi, Tyler Farr,
Dustin Lynch and Chris Cagle.
Such a heavily freshman- and

sophomore-oriented slant added to
the sense that the torch of country has
been passed to a new generation, many
of whom spent considerable portions of
their time in the spotlight exhorting fans
to get crazy, crazier and really crazy.
It’s not that Stagecoach has turned its
back on veterans — they were solidly
represented on the secondary Palomino
Stage with seasoned performers such
as Lynyrd Skynyrd, the Nitty Gritty
Dirt Band, Crystal Gayle, roots-rock
singer Wanda Jackson and guitar hero
Duane Eddy, critically lauded folk-rock
singer-songwriter John Prine, seminal
country-rocker Michael Nesmith and
classic-rock
singer-songwriter
Don
McLean.
McLean delivered what was arguably
the most culturally connective moment
of the weekend when he closed his performance with his 1972 hit “American
Pie,” the epic single that mythologized the
birth and (in his view at the time) death
of rock ‘n’ roll music through the tumultuous ‘60s.
A close second was Lynyrd Skynyrd’s
set-closing pairing of the band’s signature songs that helped popularize the
driving Southern rock sound still felt in
much of country music today: “Sweet
Home Alabama” and “Free Bird.”
Other well-established musicians
such as Texas swing band Asleep at the
Wheel and influential East Coast bluegrass band the Seldom Scene shared the
smaller Mustang Stage with invigorating newcomers including New Orleans
roots band Hurray for the Riff Raff, New
York City-based roots folk-country group

Spirit Family Reunion and former Old
97’s banjo crooner Willie Watson.
That created a yin-yang split between the main performance area that
highlighted the most commercially successful contemporary country acts and
the boundary-pushing performers who
more genuinely express the spirit of social and cultural outsiders.
A fourth performance area was added
to Stagecoach this year with the cavernous Honky Tonk Dance Hall tent far
removed from the other three stages. As
part of new facilities built on property
purchased recently by Stagecoach and
Coachella festivals promoter Goldenvoice, the Honky Tonk Dance Hall added
an area where a smattering of attendees
got instructions on new line dances to
music spun by DJ Stagecoach Staci.
A handful of nascent bands also gave
quick half-hour sets in the dark, air-conditioned space. In any other year that air
conditioning would have constituted a
valuable oasis from the desert heat.
But after a moderately warm 90-degree opening day on Friday, the weather
turned unseasonably and invitingly cool,
with high temperatures only in the mid70s on Saturday and low 80s on Sunday.
Only a few brief potent wind gusts on
Friday and Saturday kept the conditions
from being thoroughly spring-in-the-desert idyllic.
The expansion of the property pushed
some food vendors out farther from the
stage areas, lending a more spacious atmosphere, and additional permanent
restrooms helped alleviate some of the
crush on those facilities.
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1. "Happy (From 'Despicable Me 2')"
by Pharrell Williams
2. "All of Me" by John Legend
3. "Turn Down for What" by DJ Snake & Lil Jon
4. "Let It Go" by Idina Menzel
5. "Dark Horse (feat. Juicy J)" by Katy Perry
6. "Play it Again" by Luke Bryan
7. "Not a Bad Thing" by Justin Timberlake
8. "Sing" by Ed Sheeran
9. "Ain't It Fun" by Paramore
10. "La La La (feat. Sam Smith)"
by Naughty Boy
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